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connection is made between the subscribers, suppose that
No. 25 has called the exchange-

The shutter of his annunciator then falls, exposing the
number, 25, and the operator takes a pair of plugs attached
to one of the flexible cords, and inserts one of them into the

spring-jack No. 25, at the same time depressing a key at
the bottom of the board, which places her own set of tele-
phone apparatus in circuit with the telephone wire of the
calling subscriber. She then inquires what number ho
wishes to speak to, and I will suppose that No* 25 informs
her that he wishes to speak with No. 876, The clerk then
touches the spring-jack No. 875 with the plug attached
to the further end of the flexible cord, one end of which in
already, in connection with No, 25, If the lino in engaged
she will then hear a noise in her telephone, but if no uowo
is heard she knows that the line is free, and she then inserts
the plug and presses a second key, Bonding a current from
a generator at the exchange to No. 875, thereby ringing his
bell. She then lifts her hand from the call key, and the two
subscribers are in communication. When the conversation
ii finished the subscribers turn the handles of their magneto
call bells, causing the clearing-out drops to fall, and the
operator then removes the plugs, which fall back, owing to
the counterpoise attached to them, to their original position*
In this country the use of the telephone is almost entirely
confined to business men, and to them it in of the utmost
possible value, owing to tho rapidity with which communica-
tions can be made and replied to. In all the largo American
towns,, however, it is extensively employed in private
houses; and, as all the principal shops are on tho exchange,
the mistress of a house can sit down to the telephone and
order whatever she may require during the day*d in an iniiulator which is                    to, and        tho bo             ai>H an
